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The Microsoft Corporation offers a free antispyware program called Windows 
Defender.  This program is a replacement for the Microsoft Antispyware Program that 
they bought from the company called Giant. 

 
 At this time Windows Defender is still in a Beta release.  Beta release software is 
available for public testing and does present some risk to the user.  Beta testers have a 
number of news groups available for comments and suggestions.   But there is very little 
support available to the general public for this program until it is take off the Beta status.  
If you use the Beta release, you do so at your own risk and you should be aware that 
your computer operating system could be damaged requiring you to reformat your hard 
drive and reinstall the operating system. 

 
 The previous version, called Microsoft Antispyware, automatically installed a 
shortcut icon on your desktop so that you could access the program.  Windows 
Defender does not install a shortcut icon on your desktop because it is designed to 
work in the background without user action required. 
 Microsoft Antispyware automatically placed an icon in the system tray (next to 
the clock) to indicate that the program was active in the background as you used your 
computer.  Windows Defender does not automatically install an icon in the system tray 
unless action is required.  Again this program should not require user action. 
 Microsoft Antispyware had a direct link in the main program window to access 
the update server to obtain, or check, the reference list used to identify malware.  
Windows Defender relies on the Window Update procedure, but does have a hidden 
access to the update server. 
 However, for users that want to make Windows Defender look and act more like 
what we were used to with Microsoft Antispyware, the following tips are provided. 
 
1. How to make a desktop shortcut Icon for Windows Defender. 

·  Click on the Start 
button and then on 
All programs. 

·  When you locate 
the Window 
Defender listing, 
right-mouse click 
on the listing 

·  Then select “Send 
To” and then 
“Desktop (create 
shortcut)” from the 
menu. 
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Now you will have a short cut icon on your desktop to access the Windows Defender 
program. 
 
 

Next 
 
 
 
2. How to make an icon in the system tray when 
Windows Defender is actively protecting your computer in 
the background. 

·  Open the Windows Defender Program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the Defender Program 
window, choose Tools on the 
menu bar. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Then on the Tools Window, 
choose the Options icon. 
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On the OPTIONS window, you 
can configure most of the 
Defender features that you would 
like to use. 
 
But, take note of the scroll bar 
along the right hand side. 
 
 
There is more on this page than 
you can see unless you scroll 
down. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
When you scroll down, you will 
find a section Identified as “Use 
real-time protection”. 
 
 
 
In this section there is the 
option to have an icon in the 
system tray (notification area).   
 
Choose either “only when 
action is required “or “always”. 
 
 
 

 
When you choose “Always”, you will have a Defender icon in the system tray when ever 
the program is actively providing protection. 
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Next. 
3 How to initiate an update check. 
 
In the Windows Defender window there is no provision for updating the program or 
reference list.  Nor is there any provision for updating from the tools or options page.  
The program is supposed to check for updates prior to a scan, but my experience has 
been that the scan starts without any indication that the program went to the web to 
check for updates.  Remember, Defender is designed so you do not have to initiate any 
action. 
 
However there is a way to initiate the check. (You would never have guessed this route) 

 
First click on the “down” 

arrow next to the “?” 
mark (help menu). 
 
 
 
From that menu, choose 
“About Windows 
Defender”. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
At the bottom of the “About 
Windows Defender” window is a 
button that will initiate the 
update check. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This check is for both program 
updates and malware reference 
list update. 

 
Now, wasn’t that fun? 


