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TUESDAY, August 23, 2011
AT 2:00 PM

DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES TO
BE PRINTED IN THE
égéfé / CONNECTIONS:

MEETNGTIME 9:30 am
Computer Fraud and Scams

Identity theft by computer

Incidents around the Verde Valley
Speaker is Sgt Gareth Braxton,

Cottonwood Police Department

In presenting this program, the Verde Valley Computer Club is neither implying an endorsement of any product
offered nor validation of any information provided."

See the August/September 2011. VVCC Events Calendar on page 3
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Shank You

Dale and Donna Forbes appreciates all
those helping to setup and take down
for the Pot Luck.

And in return
The Verde Valley Computer Club thanks Dale
and Donna for another outstanding Pot Luck!
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Northern Arizona's LARGEST Internet Service

CommSPEED)

www.commspeed.net
8 NOW with FREE Virus protection and Spam filering
# High-speed wireless - the FASTEST connection!
# NEW - LOUAL diabup aceess - as bow as 58.55!
# Hume and office networking

7411 Addis Avenue
Prescott ':FafI:,r 888-772-1137

2011 OFFICERS

President: Jerry Miller
Vice President: Bob Efros

Treasurer: Myrelle McHale

Secretary: Barry Adico

User group members
SAVE 35% on all titles

ENTER DISCOUNT
CODE: DSUG

O'REILLY" §

Spreading the knowledge of Innovators
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VVCC Contacts

president@yvvcclub.com

vicepresident@vvcclub.com

secretary@vvcclub.com

treasurer@vvcclub.com

past-president@vvcclub.com

sig@vvcclub.com

programs@vvcclub.com

equipment@vvcclub.com

membership@vvcclub.com

editor@vvcclub.com

publicity@vvcclub.com
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CALENDAR OF
UP-COMING
VVCC EVENTS

SIG meetings will resume
September 2011.

***SEE MAP ON BACK
PAGE***

Send your 30 dollar renewal
to:

Verde Valley Computer Club
c/o Membership
P.O. Box 3023
Cottonwood AZ 86326-2540

VVCC Mentors

Adobe Photoshop Elements
Marny Zuercher
marny71@gmail.com

Front Page
Miles Standish:
frontpage@vvcclub.com

Windows
Bob Efros: 646-9182
bob@refros.com

Word 2007
Marny Zuercher
marny71@gmail.com

WordPerfect
Marny Zuercher
marny71@gmail.com

Word Processing
Richard Gohman 649-4388
word-processing@vvcclub.com

Photography
Hal Rosenwasser
photography@vvcclub.com

Spreadsheet
Richard Gohman: 649-4388
word-processing@vvcclub.com



mailto:marny71@gmail.com
mailto:frontpage@vvcclub.com
mailto:bob@refros.com
mailto:marny71@gmail.com
mailto:marny71@gmail.com
mailto:word=processing@vvcclub.coml.com
mailto:photography@vvcclub.com
mailto:word-processing@vvcclub.com
mailto:president@vvcclub.com
mailto:vicepresident@vvcclub.com
mailto:secretary@vvcclub.com
mailto:treasurer@vvcclub.com
mailto:past-president@vvcclub.com
mailto:sig@vvcclub.com
mailto:programs@vvcclub.com
mailto:equipment@vvcclub.com
mailto:membership@vvcclub.com
mailto:editor@vvcclub.com
mailto:publicity@vvcclub.com

Connections Page 3
AUGUST 2011
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
BOARD
Genealogy MEETING Windows
NO SIG 6:30 PM NO SIG
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Word Processing
NO SIG .
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
GENERAL
Spreadsheet | MEETING
NO SIG 9:30 am
21 22 25 26 27
Digital Camera
NO SIG
28 29
SEPTEMBER 2011
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
2 3
BOARD
MEETING Windows
6:30 pm 4 p.m.
4 5 6 7 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
GENERAL
MEETING
9:30 am
18 19 22 23 24
Digital Camera
6:p.m.
25 26 29 30
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The VVCC President’s Bits and Bytes

Hi Everybody,

Thought I'd pass along a few odds and ends for your perusal and consideration.
Believe it or not, | have more than one browser on my computer. As a matter of fact, |
have six different browsers. Internet Explorer (IE) is the one | use very seldom. Since
some websites only work well with IE, | will use it under such a circumstance.l avoid it
not because there is anything wrong with it as a browser, but because it is, worldwide,
the most used browser and therefore the one against which more attacks are
designed by those so inclined.

Most of the time | use Mozilla Firefox. Since Firefox is second in popularity, it too gets its share of malicious
attacks, though | believe fewer than IE. I've used Firefox almost since its inception back in November of 2004,
so I'm rather used to it. In the beginning it was much faster than IE, and not so subject to attack. Now it’s still
safer then IE, in my opinion. My favorite feature is that you can set it to allow cookies during a session and
have them deleted automatically after you close Firefox. Its speed varies from version to version. Currently
Firefox 5.0 works pretty good. Some versions became so slow I'd have to change browser. Google Chrome
would be my next choice, followed by Apples Safari, Opera (includes a good e-mail client) and Seamonkey
(an open source version of Firefox that includes a decent e-mail client). | like to do a lot of research on the
Internet. Sometimes it takes many days to complete. | like to open one of my extra browsers for a research
project and load it up with tabs and windows about the subject of interest. If | did such a project in my daily
browser, in my case Firefox, | might overload the browsers’ capacity and it could bog down or crash. Then |
wouldn’t be able to do my daily tasks such as checking e-mail, paying bills, etc. Maybe it’s just my computer,
but when | reach thirty or forty tabs, Firefox tends to slow down or stop. By closing Firefox and opening a
different unused browser, | have a fresh clean slate for my research. With six browsers | can have several
projects going at any one time, as long as | open and use one browser at a time. In addition , | find it fun and
interesting to explore the variations in all these browsers.

On the subject of cookies, it's important to remember that some cookies are desirable. For instance, you may
notice that some sites give you a “remember me” or similar choice when you first register or when you enter
your login information. What that site is doing is getting your permission to install a cookie on your computer
that saves your login information, so that the next time you go to that website the login will be automatic. You
will not be required to reenter the information again, as the cookie does it for you. Such login cookies are a
great convenience, so long as the site that installed it is a trusted site. If your computer is set to not allow all
cookies, you cannot take advantage of this convenience. Fortunately most browsers allow you to set
exceptions to the no cookie rule, so that the sites that you choose will still be able to set cookies, and they will
be saved even after you close your browser and shut down your computer. In Firefox 5.0 the path is, starting
in the upper left hand corner: Firefox/options/options/privacy/exceptions. In the ‘address of website’ bar type
in, as an example, ‘chase.com’ or ‘amazon.com’, for as many sites as you are prepared to have as
exceptions. Do not put http://www. Click Allow and then Close and you are done. In Internet Explorer, the
path is: Tools/internet options/privacy/sites/address of website (enter the web address as mentioned above)/
Allow/OK. Once this setting has been placed, you will not have to do it again. You will, however, have to do it
for other trusted sites. You will then have the convenience of automatic login, while still maintaining the
security of avoiding unwanted cookies.

Till next time,
Jerry Miller
President VVCC
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MEMBERSHIP CORNER BY MYRELLE MCHALE

Hello Members,

What a good time we had Saturday (16") at our Annual July Pot Luck.

This year our theme was to honor our history as a town, county and state with
the Arizona Centennial Celebration. Arizona will celebrate 100 years of
Statehood on February 14, 2012. Pretty cool centerpieces weren't they?

Dale and Donna Forbes did it again. Twice each year they do all the hard work and provide the
main course for our pot luck luncheon. Granted the membership DOES bring the side dishes (and
each and every one was VERY tasty!). | know... | think | sampled almost every one. Dale and
Donna, thank you so very much for all you do for the VVCC.

We also had a guest speaker, Helen Killebrew. She gave us some background on the history of
Cottonwood and also the history of the Clemenceau Museum. She also brought in a donation to
the VVCC from the Museum of 20+ books, "Arch of Time" - a written and pictorial history of
Sedona and Oak Creek from 1875 to 2002. The Museum has come a long way from the
beginning, way back in 1991. When they accepted items for display, it was hand-written on to
cards and kept in a most orderly fashion. They have come into the current time and are using
computers now. Makes life much easier and they are very impressive with their cataloging efforts.
(Except for one time when they were first getting used to computers and they ran into a problem in
printing out address labels for their newsletter -- Voice of the Verde Historical Society). They tried
and tried and tried to figure it out why it would not print and then someone decided to 'go back to
basics' and wiggle the plugs etc., and once they plugged in the printer, it worked like magic! How
many times have WE experienced things like that? Helen, and many, many others donate their
time to keeping our Museum current. They have thousands of items donated by residents of
Cottonwood and the entire Verde Valley. If you want something really interesting to do, come
down one day and actually GO THROUGH the Museum. Make it on an afternoon after our
General Meeting. The vignettes are awesome. The Train Room is second to none that | am aware.
Also, one of our members — Mary Liggit-Scales -- is responsible for the display in the main room of
the Museum. What a gathering of special items! Give yourself a special treat. Go through our
Museum. You will be most pleasantly surprised.

While attendance was less than hoped for, the members present enjoyed the camaraderie and we
hope the visitors enjoyed themselves as well. In fact we hope the visitors will actually come back
and perhaps even join our group.

Please remember, we are hoping to have more people JOIN or RENEW. If you have any ideas for
a future program you think might bring lots of people to the meeting, send your notes to:
programs@yvvcclub.com If you have any ideas on how we can increase our membership, please
send your notes to: membership@vvcclub.com | will personally respond to each and every note |
receive.

It was good to see so many friendly faces at the meeting and | hope to see ALL of you at the next
one. Bring a friend. We LOVE visitors. Remember, the more people, the more input and the more
information we will get to make our computer more enjoyable.

Bye for now. Myrelle


mailto:programs@vvcclub.com
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Upgrading a Computer Hard Drive

R. Gohman 2011

| had just rebuilt a damaged laptop computer which had a 60 gigabyte hard drive. Since this
computer had 2 gigabytes of RAM and Windows Vista, | thought it would have more value with a
larger hard drive. But in rebuilding the computer, | had spent almost 8 hours installing the operating
system, the hardware drivers, several utility programs from CD’s and then186 Windows updates
from the Internet. | did not want to repeat that effort with a new hard drive. So | chose to use the
Acronis Mirror Backup and Restore option. The following is my experience in performing this task.

Acronis Backup version 11 is the program | chose. The Verde Valley Computer Club had this
program presented in one of the Monthly Meetings and | purchased a copy at the meeting. But any
of the good Backup Programs can do the task.

One of the reasons | chose to use a backup program was the fact that the laptop computer
did not have the option of installing two hard drives in the case. There are many programs available
from hard drive manufacturers (and shareware) that will clone one drive to another if you can access
both drives at the same time. But connecting a small laptop drive to the computer externally did not
excite me. Also, the backup — restore option is one that can be used if the original hard drive had to-
tally failed and could not be accessed.

The first task was to install Acronis on the computer and perform the FULL SYSTEM BACK-
UP. (Sometimes this is called a Mirror Image backup.) | did the backup to an external hard drive be-
cause even compressed; the image file was almost 10 gigabytes and would have required about 12
CDs or 3 DVD disks.

Making the Full System Backup was quite simple following the on-screen directions from the
Acronis program. | named my backup file the model number of the computer. At the end of the back-
up procedure, the Acronis program asked if | wanted to make a bootable CD rescue disk. | chose
this option and inserted a blank CD-R disk in the drive. The bootable CD rescue disk allows you to
start a computer that does not have a functional hard drive and restore the backup to a new hard
drive.

The total time required to install the Acronis program, do the backup and make the rescue
disk was approximately 45 minutes.

Next | removed the 60 GB drive from the computer and installed a new 120 GB drive in its
place. (Not a hard chore, but something that you might want to get a little technical help with if you
have not worked inside a computer before.) Once the drive was mounted and the computer panels
closed, | plugged in the external hard drive, powered on the computer and inserted the rescue CD in
the drive. (If you are little slow in opening and inserting the CD you may get a system error message
because the computer cannot read the hard drive; just restart the computer to fix this problem)

The computer booted up off the rescue CD and presented a screen that offered the Restore Wizard
Program. You have to choose the source of your backup. This will be the external hard drive and it
should show in the list of drives. Select the drive and then the file name of your backup. (I had
backed up a number of computers to the same external drive, giving the backup file names matching
the computer model numbers.) Next the Wizard program asked for type of Restore you want to do. A
“Restore Disks or Partitions” or “Sector-by-Sector Restore Disks and Partitions” are the two obvious
choices for installation of a new hard drive. The other choices dealt with restoring only files and set-
tings and would be used to repair a disk with damaged files.

Continued on page 7
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Upgrading a Computer Hard Drive

Continued from page 6

I picked the Restore Disks or Partitions as the other choice would have reinstalled all the
blank portions of the original disk and | did not know if there may have been old partial files or
threats there that | did not want on the new drive.

The next question the Wizard asked; did | want the basic C drive restored or the MBR and
track O restored. To make the new hard drive bootable, you need the MBR and track 0, but you al-
so want the operating system, programs, and files. So you choose both by checking both boxes.

Finally, the Wizard asked where did you want to install this backup and you choose your
new hard drive. Note: it will identify the drive as a number, not by the letter “C”. Typically a new
blank hard drive is assigned the number 1, but check the drive size information to be sure. If the
new drive has been in another computer and partitioned, it may have more than one sector and
more than one number assigned.

The last question the Wizard asked was: Do you want to over-write the existing partitions on
the new drive? If you say no, you have to start all over again. You click the “yes” option and the
process starts. In my case, the Wizard indicated that the process would take approximately 2
hours. | left to do other things and in two hours | came back to find the program displaying a note
that the process was done and | should remove all disks and external drives and reboot the com-
puter.

When the computer rebooted, | saw the same desktop | had with the old drive and all the
programs were there and worked. | now had a working new hard drive in the computer.

But: On checking the C drive, it was only 60 gigabytes; same as the old drive. | used the
built-in Windows “Disk Management Tool**” and discovered that the hard drive was divided into
two 60 GB drives, a C drive identical to the old drive and blank drive. At this point, | could use the
Disk Management Tool to format the blank drive and assign a “drive letter” to it and have a D drive.
But | chose to right click in the C drive image and choose “expand the drive into the unused sec-
tion” and now | had a full 120 GB “C” drive.

The entire operation took approximately 3 hours, and worked just as it should have. Howev-
er, keep in mind that | work inside computers a lot, if you are new at the task ask for some tech-
nical help and read the Acronis manual. It may take you longer, but you can learn a lot about your
computer and it won’t take any longer than if you rebuilt a new hard drive from the Operating Disk,
Driver disk, and Program disks. (If you even have these Disks.)

** To get to the “Disk Management Tool”, go to the Control Panel, then Administrative Tools,
then Computer Management, then Disk Management.

Remember, the Full Backup not only saved your Operating System and hardware drivers, but also
your programs, your custom settings and your data files. Computer Backups are critical and you
should be doing them. Using the Backup Copies | made | could return this computer to current
status any time | choose.

R. Gohman 2011
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VVCC Beginners

Spreadsheet Tip
Class

Inserting Tomorrow’s Date

A popular series of six hands-on sessions
designed for the beginning computer us-

ers. Classes are held on Wednesdays You may want to insert tomorrow’s date into a cell in
from 4:15 to 6:15 PM at the Cottonwood

Middle School Computer Lab, Mingus &~ YOUT worksheet. This is easily done by simply creating

6th. a formula that includes the function for today’s date, as
More information is on our web site! in the following;
Please call Barbara Wall at 567-4222 =TODAY () + 1

To preregister for each series of ) .
classes This formula first determines today’s date and then

adds 1 to it, resulting in tomorrow’s date. You can then
use Excel’s formatting features to display the resulting
Beginners class dates: date in any manner desired.

The Series repeats.

Will begin in September Besides displaying tomorrow’s date, you can modify

Dates to be announced the formula to display a date at any time in the future.
Simply change the formula so the desired number of
days are being added to today’s date. For instance, if

VVCC Mailing Address:  you wanted to determine a date two weeks in the

future, you could use the following:

Mail inquires, suggestions  =TopAY() + 14

and items of interest
! Copyright © 2011 by Sharon Parq Associates, Inc. Reprinted by
to the club, permission. Thousands of free Microsoft Excel tips can be found
online at http://excel.tips.net.

Verde Valley Computer Club

PO Box 3023 Year 2012 Officers

Cottonwood, AZ 86326-2540 Won't you volunteer?
President

Vice-President
Treasurer
Or e-mail us at or
Secretary
info@vvcclub.com

Without these four the Club can not exist.


mailto:info@vvcclub.com
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Join Us for a
Special Interest Group
(SIG)

Learn from each other!
Visit our Web site for schedule
and handouts

Digital Camera:
Leo Zuercher

Genealogy
Marny Zuercher

Spreadsheets:
Richard Gohman

Windows:
Bob Efros

Word Processing:
Richard Gohman

Handouts for the sessions
can be printed from the club
website:

www.vvcclub.com

Beginner Classes:
Barbara Wall

Web Site Team:
Bob Efros
Richard Gohman
Dave Olson

Secretary’s Corner
By Barry Adico

Correction: n

June winner of the Cuisinart Blender =
was Gene Birkeland v b

July winners

Book

Ann Gohman, Burnetta Ooley, Bud Hendrix, Naoma Tyner

Bostich Electric Pencil Sharpner
Al Quadracci

Business Card Kit
Naoma Tyner

Cuisinart 14 cup coffee maker
J.D. Duncan

Flash Drive
Adrienne Pritchard, Myrelle McHale

Internal Card Reader
Bill McCully

Jigsaw puzzle
Burnetta Ooley, Charlotte Raab

LED Camp Lantern
Adrienne Pritchard, Leo Zuercher, Ann Gohman, Sue Baker

Museum memberhsip
Emerson Wright

Targus Net Book Case with laptop mouse
Donna Forbes

TDK DVD+R Discs 50 pk
Bud Hendrix, Mary Wedell, Donna Forbes

VVCC membership for a visitor (balance of year)
Ken Tyner



http://www.vvcclub.com

Page 10 Connections

POT LUCK JULY 2011

07/16/2011

07/16/2011

07/16/2011 Photos by camera of Myrelle McHale
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more POT LUCK JULY 2011

07/16/2011

07/16/2011

07/16/2011

07/16/2011 Photos by camera of Myrelle McHale
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It's going to take me a little longer
to answer my e-mails now....

A NN N Y N U N N N N AN

Verify your e-mail

is correct.
Send corrections or
changes to

membership@vvcclub.com

’ Tell your friends an neighbors
to read the Connections at
www.vvcclub.com,

"‘
Q
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\—

/. /. /. /. /. /. /. /. /. /. /. /. /. /. /. /.
/. /. /. /. /. /. /. /. /. /. /. /. /. /. /.

N N N AN N N N N N N N N

] ZS ®
PLEASE WELCOME New Members sl || 18 Laf| |[]
- ‘ ()
- L - B | 2 @ = |8
AT A "EOEAI VR Vi b
g z Lo . Liel %
*ATAO " 11 Ax ) 7 ,
1 17 ~ K 29 & 2 2 _i
+AT 401 AO o 2 | ; —
Thank you for joining our Verde Valley Computer Club : f Q z g
3
\\\\ E Nirgus Ave

N,
i \\
Pauts Chr \ e

——
Marcus J I.awveroe/% d
*3. Memorial Hospitals eﬂ;lell:l:eau \\?‘
e YV¥CC GENERAL =
1 MEETINGS & SIG's

AN p

“._ are both held here!
e \¥ _// "

&2
S Villard St



mailto:membership@vvcclub.com
http://www.vvcclub.com

